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Ecosystems such as forests, water and agricultural resources are not only recognised as an 
important part of our cultural and natural heritage, but are also important from different 
perspectives and for a variety of purposes. Forest resources, for instance, act as carbon stocks 
in the global fight against climate change. The importance of the exploitation of natural 
resources and agricultural growth for employment, foreign exchange, government revenue, 
and food, is evident from the percentage of the world’s population directly or indirectly 
associated with or dependent upon forests and other agricultural reources, especially in the 
Global South. According to estimates from the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of 
the United Nations, more than 30 percent of the world’s population depend on agricultural 
resources for some part of their livelihoods, with a significantly higher percentage in the 
Global South. The importance of forestry and agricultural resources to poverty reduction is 
reflected in various policy documents such as Poverty Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSP). 
However, despite the central role played by the forestry and agricultural sectors in the 
economic development of these countries and the enormous efforts made by their respective 
governments, with the support of partner and donor institutions to manage and regulate them, 
they are still faced with serious problems. These include illegal harvesting and unsustainable 
exploitation of natural resources, land grabbing and inequality in the distribution of benefits 
among the local populations.  
 
Various arguments have been advanced to find the root cause of these problems. The 
extremely sensitive nature of the sector and the distortive macro and sectoral policy stances 
contribute to fuelling these problems. Balancing the needs of the large number of people 
depending on agricultural resources for their livelihoods with the ecological and economic 
values attached to it has made land, forests, water and agricultural resources very difficult 
resources to regulate. The link between land/resource tenure, unsustainable resource 
exploitation and the structural inequalities that this generates, has also been highlighted. 
Globally, as population and environmental pressures on land grow, competing claims on these 
resources fueled by the land tenure systems have, in turn, triggered violent conflicts, 
destroyed the environment, exacerbated inequalities across gender and geography, displaced 
populations and undermined democratic governance in many countries in the Global South. 
These challenges have been realised at the international and national levels, with numerous 
initiatives by international agencies such as UN-Habitat’s Global Land Tools Network and the 
World Bank land titling programmes developed to address some of the issues, and include 
resilience measures to respond to armed conflicts, natural disasters and related population 
displacement. At national levels, there are also instances where effective mechanisms to 
address the conflicting claims to the resources has produced sustainable and equitable human 
development. These include legal and institutional frameworks for the better integration of 
customary land tenure features (which remain operational) into the modern land tenure 



systems, which in turn provides the legal and institutional mechanisms that promote fair and 
equitable exploitation of the resources and address the social and environmental impacts. 
Despite these efforts, the challenge remains for the Global South on how to address the 
competing claims on land, forests, water and agricultural resources to leverage the resources 
to avoid conflicts, transform their domestic economies, and enhance their global 
competitiveness. 
 
The Journal of Sustainable Development Law and Policy invites scholarly articles for 
publication in a special issue on the subject “Competing Claims for Land, Food, Water and 
Agricultural Resources: Perspectives from the Global South”. The Journal is a peer-reviewed 
interdisciplinary journal that fosters the dissemination of scholarly research work by teaching 
and research scholars in Africa and across the world in the area of sustainable development 
law and policy. This special issue will be published in Spring 2018.  
 
Although authors are free to choose any topic that is related to this broad theme, the journal is 
particularly interested in recent developments in the Global South or best practices from other 
parts of the world that could inform legal and policy reform in the Global South. For guidance 
purposes, submissions addressing the following issues are particularly encouraged:  
 

• Legal and institutional mechanisms for promoting land/resource tenure security for 
sustainable development, equity and prosperity; 

• Law and governance innovations for promoting food, agriculture and commercial 
fishing in developing countries;  

• Legal and institutional mechanisms that promote fair and equitable exploitation of 
land and agricultural resources and address the social and environmental impacts; 

• Legal frameworks for addressing the impacts of large-scale forestry and agricultural 
resource development on local communities across the world;  

• Local content policies, particularly in the context of the creation of inter-sectorial 
linkages and spillovers; 

• Land and resource governance strategies and their contribution to the Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

• Land and resource governance strategies for conflict prevention, including issues of 
transparency and accountability; 

• Approaches for securing land and resource rights and for integrating customary land 
tenure features into modern (western) land tenure systems. 

• Regional/Inter-regional land and resource governance initiatives aimed at addressing 
competing claims and boosting the socio-economic impact of agricultural resource 
development within the countries in the region(s) in question; 
 

Country case studies on any of the above issues are highly encouraged. Comparative studies 
engaging two or more regions or countries in the Global South are also of particular interest to 
this journal. 
 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES 

 Length and Footnotes 

1) Articles should be between 5000-8000 words and should advance legal scholarship and 
knowledge in a specific area of sustainable development law and policy. 



 2) Articles should include an abstract of approximately 250 words that is not an extract from 
the article itself. 

 3) Details of the author should be supplied as the first footnote, attached by an asterisk to the 
author’s name. 

 Form of Submission 

4) Articles must be submitted in Word format and sent as an email attachment to 
w.nsoh@bham.ac.uk, with copy (cc) to info@ogeesinstitute.edu.ng  

 5) Contributions will only be considered for publication if they comply with the style guide. 
All citations should be as footnotes and accord with the Oxford Standard for Legal Citation 
(OSCOLA). 

6) Authors should please make use of the following checklist prior to submission: 

o an abstract is included; 
o headings are consecutively numbered without automatic numbering; 
o headings are not underlined; 
o paragraphs are not separated by a full blank line, but only by an indent at the 

beginning of the new paragraph; 
o footnotes are consecutively numbered by way of automatic numbering; 
o footnotes are not separated by a full blank line; 
o footnotes appear at the end of each page of the manuscript and not at the end of the 

manuscript; 
o quotations have been checked for accuracy; and 
o references comply with the Oxford Standard for the Citation of Legal Authorities 

(OSCOLA). 
  
Deadlines 

8) Only articles submitted on or before 12 noon on 31st January 2018 would be considered 
for publication in this special issue. All papers should be submitted by email. Deadlines are 
firm. Articles submitted after the deadline may not be published. 

Submissions 

Authors should send their submission to the editor of the special issue Dr. Walters Nsoh by 
email w.nsoh@bham.ac.uk, with copy (cc) to info@ogeesinstitute.edu.ng on or before the 
deadline. Selected papers that scale the peer-review process will be published in Volume 9 
Issue 1 of the Journal. Accepted submissions which cannot be accommodated in the special 
issue will be placed in the next issue following.  All authors will be duly notified of the 
outcome of their submissions. 

Evaluation 

9) Contributions are submitted to at least two referees and the identities of the contributors 
and referees are kept confidential. 

10) Further details about the Journal can be found at : 
http://www.ogeesinstitute.edu.ng/#!research-and-publications/c7o1  

Questions and Enquiries 



All enquiries or questions should be directed to: 

Dr. Walters Nsoh 
The Editor-in-Chief (Competing Claims on Land, Food, Water and Agricultural Resources 
Special Issue) 
Journal of Sustainable Development Law and Policy 
Afe Babalola University, Ado Ekiti, Nigeria 
Email: w.nsoh@bham.ac.uk, with copy (cc) to info@ogeesinstitute.edu.ng  

 

More information about the journal is enclosed.  



 
ABOUT THE JOURNAL  

    

 

 

The Journal of Sustainable Development Law and Policy is a scholarly, peer-reviewed and 
interdisciplinary journal published by the Institute for Oil, Gas, Energy, Environment and Sustainable 
Development, Afe Babalola University, Ado Ekiti, Nigeria. It is published in June (Spring) and October 
(Fall) by the Afe Babalola University Press, Nigeria. The journal fosters the dissemination of research 
results and scholarly papers by teaching and research scholars in Africa and across the world in the 
area of sustainable development law and policy.  
 
The thematic focus of the journal span across broad areas of sustainable development law and 
policy ranging from the economic, social and environmental dimensions. As such papers that explore 
broad themes of sustainable development such as environment, natural resources, green 
economy, international trade, banking, taxation, public policy, public private partnerships, alternative 
dispute resolutions, peace, and conflict studies are normally given top consideration. 
  
The Editorial Board of the Journal comprises international development scholars and experts from 
Italy, United Kingdom, Indonesia, Nigeria, Canada, Qatar and the United States that provide 
leadership and lend their expertise to promote and enhance the scholarly relevance of the journal.  
 
Condensing essential information into just two issues a year, the Journal of Sustainable Development 
Law and Policy has become an authoritative source of informed analysis for all those interested in the 
study, clarification and practice of sustainable development.  The Journal exists primarily for 
academics and legal practitioners, but should also prove accessible for all other groups concerned 
with sustainable development, from scientists to engineers and planners. As such papers that explore 
broad themes of sustainable development such as infrastructure, green technology, extractive 
resource governance, sustainable taxation, banking, environment, natural resources, public private 
partnerships, alternative dispute resolution, peace, and conflict studies are normally given top 
consideration. 
  
The journal offers major articles on a wide variety of topics, refereed and written to the highest 
standards, providing innovative and authoritative appraisals of current and emerging concepts, 
policies, and practice. It includes:  
  
- A legal article section, providing detailed analysis of current case law and legislative and policy 
developments  
- An annual review of significant African, European and international law cases 
 - A substantial book review section  
-  Law and policy commentaries by leading analysts and jurists 
 
Esteem indicators 
 
The Journal of Sustainable Development Law and Policy is proudly archived on HeinOnline, a premier 
online database containing over 2000 leading journals.  It is also archived on African Journals Online 
(AJOL), one of the largest archiving databases for leading African journals.  The JSDLP is a member 
of the Committee on Publications Ethics (COPE), UK, the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), 
the African Journals Online (AJOL), and is fully compliant with the RCUK Open Access Policy.  
 



Publication Frequency 
This journal publishes one issue per volume, and two volumes per year. 
  
Open Access Policy 
This journal provides immediate open access to its content on the principle that making research freely 
available to the public supports a greater global exchange of knowledge. 
  
Editorial Board 
 
Prof. Marie-Claire Cordonier Segger, LL.B (McGill), MEM (Yale), PhD (Oxford) Senior Director, 
Centre for International Sustainable Development Law (CISDL) Montreal Canada 
Prof. Alastair R. Lucas, LL.B., (Alberta.), LL.M., (British. Columbia.) Professor of Energy Law and 
former Dean Faculty of Law, University of Calgary, Canada 
Prof. Randall S. Abate, B.A., (Rochester), J.D. and M.S.E.L. (Vermont), Professor of Law and 
Director, Center for International Law and Justice, Florida A&M University, United States. 
Prof. Lawrence Atsegbua, SAN,  LL.M (Alberta), LL.M (London), Professor of Petroleum and 
Environmental law at the University of Benin, Nigeria.  
Prof. Uché Ewelukwa, LL.M (London), LL.M (Harvard), SJD (Harvard), Professor of Intellectual 
Property Law/Food and Agricultural Law, University of Arkansas School of Law, United States of 
America. 
Prof. Adeola Adenikinju, B.Sc (Econ), M.Sc (Econ), Ph.D (Ibadan) Professor of Energy Economics 
and Director, Centre for Petroleum Energy Environment and Law, University of Ibadan 
Prof. Frederic Megret, LL.B (London), LL.M (France), Ph.D (Geneva) Associate Professor of Law, 
Faculty of Law McGill University, Montreal, Canada 
Prof. Yinka Omorogbe, LL.M (LSE), Nabo Graham Douglas Distinguished Professor, Nigerian 
Institute of Advanced Legal Studies, Lagos.  
Prof. Ezendu Ariwa, FBCS, CITP, SMIEEE, FHEA, Ph.D Associate Professor and Course Leader for 
Business Information Technology Management London Metropolitan University, UK 
Prof. Sumudu Atapattu, LL.M (Cambridge), Ph.D.(Cambridge) Associate Director of the Global Legal 
Studies Center and Associate Professor, University of Wisconsin Law School 
Prof. ‘Lanre Fagbohun, LL.M (Lagos), Ph.D (Ife) Chike Idigbe Distinguished Professor of Law, and 
Director of Studies, Nigerian Institute of Advanced Legal Studies 
Dr. Ebenezer I. Adodo, LLM (Singapore), PhD (Singapore) Faculty of Law, University of Surrey, UK 
Prof. Melda K. Ariadno, LL.M (Washington), Ph.D (Washington), Head of Department, International 
Law Faculty of Law, University of Indonesia 
Bukola Faturoti, LL.M (London School of Economics), LL.M (Robert Gordon) Senior Lecturer and 
Course Leader for the MBA Oil and Gas Management Programme Robert Gordon University, 
Aberdeen, Scotland 
Margarette May Macaulay, LL.B (Holborn College, London) Former Judge of the Inter American 
Court of Human Rights 
Prof. Kolawole O. Odeku, School of Law, University of Limpopo, South Africa 
Dr. Damilola S. Olawuyi, LL.M (Calgary), LL.M (Harvard), PhD (Oxford) Editor-in-Chief 
 
  
Editorial Committee 
 
Editor-in-Chief:  
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